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BOBBING PARISH COUNCIL

 Meeting held 6th July 2011 in Bobbing Village Hall at 7.30pm

MINUTES

Present:  Cllr. Herbert (chairman), Cllr’s Ball, Major, Nappey and Stowe.
	Clerk: Mrs S Crawford.	
	Ward Councillor Randall attended.
5 members of the public attended.
			
1.0 Apologies: Cllr Dewar-Whalley.
 
2.0 Minutes: The minutes of the previous meetings held in June were agreed to be a true record and all were signed accordingly.

3.0 Public Session: 
The traveller site at Edentop has seen 3 skips delivered which are not being used for development. This is against the permission granted for the site and the clerk will write to planning enforcement regarding this. The clerk will also chase the plans as the amenity block has a bay window which makes it out of keeping with an amenity block.

4.0 Declarations of Interest:
Cllr Nappey declared an interest in the planning application concerning Watermark as she lives on The Meads.

5.0 Chairman’s Report and Matters Arising:
5.1	The proposed road closure at Newington was discussed. The clerk had received the official diversion route which went along the motorways and up Blue Bell Hill! Council wished the works were done round the clock to complete in the shortest possible time.  

6.0 Clerks Report and Correspondence Received: 
6.1	Thanks from Grove Park School for donation.
6.2	Thanks from Friends of Bobbing Village School for donation.
6.3	KALC Councillors Conference Sat 23rd July 2011 at Lenham Community Centre. No one wished to attend.
6.4	Information regarding digital switch over- clerk will retain.
6.5	Pick your own meeting at Iwade PC Monday 25th July 7.30pm. Cllrs who wish to attend can do so.
6.6	Boundary Commission – there are two reviews being undertaken which could have a major effect on Bobbing. Comments will be given when consultations are raised. There is a meeting at Swale House Tuesday 19th July for more information for councils. The chairman hopes to attend and any other councillor who is able. 
6.7	Grant information was received from Swale Borough Council with five rounds taking place.
6.8	Yellow lines at Keycol Hill – an update was given from SBC, Mike Knowles, at the Swale Joint Transportation Board. There was no decision made so Highways have been asked for a solution.
6.10	Newington Gas Works diversion – this was discussed at 5.1

7.0	Councillors Reports:
	Cllr Major: Gave a roundup of the many problems faced by residents of Keycol Hill over the years. Traffic causes many problems and Swale and Highways seem unable to address these issues. He felt it was time for action rather than words. Cllr Randall will take these issues on board and will also try to find the results for the yellow line survey at Keycol Hill. Cllr Ball agreed that progress needs to be made in this area and would like to see the council take forward parking at the bottom of Bobbing Hill on the ‘waste’ area which has Highways and Amicus Horizon as owners. Cllr Herbert felt a Neighbourhood plan was required and when the Localism Bill is published it is hoped this can be progressed. Infrastructure was discussed as this was not taken into consideration when any planning matter is given permission. 
	Cllr Stowe:  Voiced concerns regarding the infrastructure and wondered why this was such a problem in Swale. The lights being out at the Stockbury roundabout was working well as traffic was flowing well. If lights were required perhaps they could be just part-time or as technology has advanced perhaps more use of sensors was required. The clerk was asked to write to Mr Chapman and congratulate him on the completion of the church footpaths. Howt Green Farm permission for the caravans was discussed as well as planning department in Swale. It was felt that decisions should not be made purely for monetary reasons. Pressure must have be applied to change the planning committee’s decisions when planning applications are called in. It was felt by council that the paid officers are running Swale and not the elected councillors.
	Cllr Ball: Cars are not stopping at the Keycol Roundabout but are hurtling down the hill. A speed indicator device or VAS needs to be put on Keycol Hill as it does have the effect of slowing the traffic. The clerk will ask Highways again. The brambles are again hindering anyone using the post box along by the Key Street roundabout. The clerk will try to sort this out. The post woman has informed Cllr Ball that the round will be changing and it is feared we may not get post until the afternoon. This would be disastrous for any businesses. The clerk will ask Royal Mail if we will be consulted. 
	Cllr Nappey: There have been sewage problems again on The Meads which fortunately were solved fairly quickly by Swale. It is hoped the new proposed development at Watermark, if given permission, will not be discharging into these same pipes as they will not cope. The clerk had asked Rapleys for this information but had not received a reply in time for the meeting. 

8.0 	Planning Applications and Notifications:
8.1	To consider new planning applications:
	SW/11/0637 Outline permission for 300 dwellings at Watermark, Staplehurst Road Bobbing.
The clerk, Cllr Ball and Cllr Nappey had all looked at these plans which were similar to the presentation given by Rapleys to the council. The members of the public were asked their opinions and their views were taken into consideration. The council decided to agree in principal to the proposals but have concerns with the density of housing, would have welcomed more 4 bedroom houses as family life has changed with people working from home and with extended families. These comments plus matters regarding traffic, school place availability and sewage should be dealt with when reserved matters are applied for but will be mentioned by the clerk when replying. 

	SW/11/0736 Case 23916 Erection of close boarded fence at 28 Rooks View
	No objections raised.

8.2	Planning Notices:
	SW/10/1570 Case 19483 Seasonal worker’s caravans at Howt Green Farm Bobbing have been granted permission.

SW/11/0584 Case 24381 Conversion of garage into habitable room at 8 Wellington Road has been withdrawn.	

9.0	Finance:
9.1	To resolve to write cheques for the following:-.	
	
Mr A Swain- grass cutting		£150.00
Williams Giles quarterly PAYE costs	£  36.00

9.2	It was decided unanimously to transfer £20,000 from the Community Account to the Base Rate Tracker account.

10.0	Other Matters Arising: 
None.

	Meeting closed at 9.30pm
The next parish council meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd 2011 in Bobbing Village Hall at 7.30pm. 

These minutes are certified to be a true and just record.




	Signed:						             Date: 	
